
For more than 35 years, our strategic advisory experts have conducted a quarterly survey 
for lenders from commercial banks, finance companies, private credit funds, and other 
lending institutions to identify the latest economic issues, business drivers, and credit 
trends impacting lending in America.

Top Takeaways from the Third Quarter 2026
*Survey results tabulated July 27, 2026.
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J.S. Held is a global consulting firm that combines technical, scientific, financial, and strategic expertise to advise 
clients seeking to realize value and mitigate risk. Our professionals serve as trusted advisors to organizations 
facing high stakes matters demanding urgent attention, staunch integrity, proven experience, clear-cut analysis, 
and an understanding of both tangible and intangible assets. The firm provides a comprehensive suite of services, 
products, and data that enable clients to navigate complex, contentious, and often catastrophic situations.

More than 1,500 professionals serve organizations across six continents, including 84% of the Global 200 Law 
Firms, 75% of the Forbes Top 20 Insurance Companies (90% of the NAIC top 50 Property & Casualty Insurers), 
and 71% of the Fortune 100 Companies.

J.S. Held, its a�liates and subsidiaries are not certified public accounting firm(s) and do not provide audit, attest, 
or any other public accounting services. J.S. Held is not a law firm and does not provide legal advice. Securities 
o�ered through PM Securities, LLC, d/b/a Phoenix IB or Ocean Tomo Investments, a part of J.S. Held, member 
FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved.

J.S. Held's Strategic Advisory Group helps debtors, lenders, creditors, legal counsel, investors, and boards of 
directors solve complex challenges, navigate distress, drive performance, mitigate risk, and unlock long-term 
value. Our team of professionals nationwide delivers integrated, operationally focused solutions tailored to each 
client's unique needs.

SAG has grown into a leading national provider of turnaround and restructuring expertise, spanning bankruptcy 
advisory, receiverships, Assignments for the Benefit of Creditors (ABC), and interim management, as well as 
financial advisory, operational performance improvement, investment banking, transaction support, and dispute 
resolution services.
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